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On the first two days of Succos we read the same Torah reading. This seems
very strange because usually on the first two days of a holiday we have
different Torah readings. It is also very strange what Torah reading is
chosen for the first two days of Succos. It is a Torah reading from the
Torah portion Emor in the Book of Leviticus which speaks about all the Jewish
holidays. It starts out with Shabbos and then speaks about Pesach and Shavuos,
@tomey Rosh Hashonna, and Yom Kippur, and fimally it talks about Succos.

and Of Tl
Succos only has a very few lines devoted to it\actually at the very last

aliyah. It seems strange that this is the Torah portion that »s chosen

: Aot o
for both days of Succos, pot-eme—dey—efSuccas. We een understand maybe’
eso, o 1T
if it was the second day of Succos, but there are so many other things in
the Torah that we could read concerning Succos. Why is it that we read
what we read, and why do we repeaE it? T What's more, the Haphtorah that
we read for the first day of Succos comes from the Book of Zechm fuom
the—prephet—Zechaya, and in it we learn about a war, a terrible war, which
we hope and pray has already occurred, where Jerusalem is divided. Let
\our oW Qfadereed wps :
.us hope and pray that this,is the War of lIadependence,—the Israel Independece
) 19‘@&“’ o PropX V)
in 1948. 1In this war it looks like even atomic weapons are used because
it says, "Their flesh shall waste away while they are standing on their
feet. Their eyes shall waste away in their sockets, and their tongue shall

‘waste away in their mouth." At the endL those nations who survive will

come up and will celebrate Succos. It is hard to understand why we should

on Somps | .

choose a Haphtorah which deals with war Amry

a joy- i i £ our 3 Why—do-weread—this—type

°LM which is considered the most joyous time in the
Sugeoy

Jewish calendar® The Torah says three times that you shall rejoice on this

4day. On no other holiday are we urged to rejoice as we are on Succos.

What's more, at the end of Mussaf we circle the synagogue, sirele—tho-bema,
- Wobownin
#nd-we say, "Save us, G-d, save us." What has this to do with joy and happiness?
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To s i i istress nol

w¢ are”in th! and happiness.

Gerhaps we can understand why we read the Torah portion we do and the Haphtorah
we do and say Hoshand if we realize the Succos is really the culmination
of all the Jewish holidays s De=eWar-ie Succos wesheve—tire completolin-of
the Jewish view of the world. OM Pesach we celebrate physical liberty,

aadr&l Shavuos, the day we received the Torah, we celebrate cultural liberty.

no'

: )
ac m T TeERm e sndthat @n Succos we celebrat%i?’:fl:,{ﬂ)tﬂ’wb

are~mot slaves to our appetities. After all, who is a greater slave than

one who is addicted to drugs or alcohol or food or fads or something outside

W - . « -
eaesel fwire Aperson cannot just say no

to the demands his bodily or psychological urges make upon him then he truly
W 8T et T ConfleFe i o Y

is a slavg

it now after a/urvey which wa€ made a few yéars ago among the Aeaders of

the Jewish £ommunity whep€ they ranked @°d number 13, but, e truth of

the matyer is, that Melief in G-d j& a basic Jewish belj€f. It precedes

all gther belief€. We know thgf Abraham was the firgt Jew because he believed
G-d, and e not only bekieved in G-d but that Me had a responsibility

to G-d Hecause he beljéved in G-d, that he had to live a moral and just

f
life because he believed in G-d.

Pesach is Tewdly the holiday which tells us that G-d coptrols nature.- Abraham

found G-d through the study of naturey and,therefege, refer to our G-d
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as the G-d of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob because each of these patriarchs
found G-d in a special way. Abraham found G-d in natures awd Q: Pesach
we see how nature must bend to the will of G-d. We have the ten plagues,

the splitting of the Red Sea, ete. G-d can affect nature and change nature

if He wants to. He need not and many times He will not, but He can do it

adsCun  adp one

if He wants. We are not slaves to pagan gods,‘wb controk natural forcef.

G-d controls all natural forces.

Shavuos teaches us that G-d is the -G-d of individuals, that G-d wants a
o . . m&-ﬂim i
relationship with us. That is why He gave us the Torah. Yitzchak

(o e 1120, ST % o

e inner life, the—Jewuwho understands"that G-d speaks to hem directly,
€t ofid

that ypeu can have a personal relationship with G-d. Yitzchak was not concerned

ey m!
- &%ﬁ the outside world. In fact, when he was attacked and maligned

he just withdrew. i im at
hZs—hisown rich inner ife-with G-d.
Thirdly, there is a G-d of history, and that is where Jacob found G-d.
. . A dema\aN ons . .
Jacob, through his trials and trrbuttens, ’found that G-d acts in history.
G-d acts in the affairs of man. G-d is not just e G-d of nature, and G-d
G—J.A
is not just the G-d of the individual} but also the G-d of history. There
oWe o a6 q';umkm. )

are that say that G-d is the G-d of natureq but they do not

o cosctoiy vien . T TREACALHEA
think that G-d has any special relationship with man. +

tho-heresy—of communism. That is why communism says it is no good to pray

to G-d because G-d takes no cognizance of individuals and is only concerned

el
about spesees and ti are the Iaws 0
with, and saying—the laws of history is—joST aNOTher—wey—ef-—sayimybasicatty

-8=9. We in Judaism believe that G-d is the G-d of nature, the G-d of the

individual eoal, and the G-d of history, that if troubles come upon us we

need not fear because G-d controls the whole universe' and nllhough many
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times it is very hard to understand why troubles come upon us we ultimately

Guialy 11 e dys o-He_ Messeln )

have faith thatAwe will understand why these troubles come upon usg¢ et
“¥ . . .

we are able to great joy because we know that nothing is random, nothing
is purposeless, that if we indeed suffer we suffer for a reason. We are
suffering for Thee, O G-d. We are suffering for G-d. Sometimes it is very
difficult to bear the different kinds of suffering that we have to endure.
After all, we are all going to die. We are all going to cause sadness to

; . N . . Sens
those we leave behind. There is going to be pain and sickness, but we kajow

we can overcome everything because G-d is in control, and G-d does things

for His own purposes,’b% W‘B (114 UUTmn‘jﬂ

That, of course, is why we say Bosh-a&, "Save us, q—d." This is a command.
This is not just a statement. G-d has a responsibility to us. G-d will
see to it that the Jewish people exist until the end of history. We will
be able to overcomeul:;roblems. We will be able to overcome disease. We
will eventually be able to have a perfect world, a world in which there
will be peace and harmony. That is why in the Haphtorah we learn about
the war against Israel. These wars will cease. Eventually -hboal;e‘(olgfes O*KLUI'M
will add come up and will gelebrate Succos, because they will realize, too,
Mo wWho M" WTRL fren o bis Tty o
that there—rs—a G-d rn—iiotewy, thet—&-ds=ter; wants us all to live in brotherhood

and harmony and peace and love.

That is, too, why Succos comes when the year is turning. In the northern

climes especially ¥old has already descended. There have already been a
Wy

]
few frosts. We-add—emeuy—too,vthat the leaves arey&r t:osfall from the

trees. We know that a hard winter is going to set in. We know that there
are going to be the vicissitudes of life, but, so what? We can overcome
them. We will overcome them. We, as individuals, will be able to face

anything that is thrown our way, and evenMe may slay us, as the Psalmist
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said, it will still be for a reason, for a purpose, and we will be able
to overcome. Our people will survive and eventually world history will
. Gdaerk_

$ind 4 uewtd—ei peace and harmony. It may take a long time, but we Jewish

people are an optimistic religion. Of all the religions in the world we

are the most optimistic because we believe that things will get better,

that G-d has a plan for this world, that G-d is going to make this world

better. We Jewish people have been able to exist as Jews because we have

had this dream, this dream of a better world, this dream of a better future

for our children, and, therefore, we are joyfulg dl'tuo matter what comes

our way individually eventually the world is going to be perfected. That,

of course, is why there are so many Messianic overtones to the holiday

of Succos. Yes, all the holidays are tied together. Pesach teaches us

that G-d is the G-d of nature; Shavuos teaches us that G-d is the G-d of‘f{‘o

individual¥ and is concerned about individuals and wants to have a relationship

with individuals; and Succos teaches us that G-d is the G-d of history,

that eventually all the problems of the world are going to be overcome,

that the Mashiach is going to come and the world will be perfected under

the reign of the Almighty. Yes, it is a powerful dream, and we should never

give up on this dream. W[ i MWL M ta a% AM -

1 am reminded of the st of the woman who had a dream one night, apd she

came to her hushafid and said, "I had a dr last night of eautiful diamond

necklace. 5?" Her husbang/5aid, 'Wait until

you know what that

Vening and you will k what it means." at evening the husband

with a package. e wife expectantly ned the package and inside

she found a book€ntitled "The Meaning Dreams”. In Judaism we say that

dreams are ifiportant. The man should have given his wife a diamond necklace,

but if he did not know maybe he wjll later. We all, though, have a dream,




